






The peak, international 
technical portfolio construction 
certification program designed for 
investment management analysts -
that is, those involved in any aspect 
of constructing multi-manager, multi-
asset portfolios.





The problem

Today more than ever, quality investment portfolio 
construction requires a commitment to best practice 
continuing education and certification…

… because individuals expect and rely on superior 
professional standards to be met by those who design, 
build and manage their investment portfolios, to help 
them achieve their life goals.





The solution

Certification is the formal process of recognising an 
individual’s successful demonstration of superior 
knowledge and competence across a validated, best-
practice body of knowledge and curriculum. 

CIMA certficants Stand For MoreTM - more knowledge, 
more skill, more expertise - when it comes to designing, 
building and managing multi-manager, multi-asset 
portfolios.



A commitment to best practice continuing 
education and certification
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Prof Ron Bird, Founder, CIMA Australia (2001)



The CIMA certification curriculum 
– core to investment management analysis

1. Fundamentals
Statistics & Methods; Applied Finance & Economics; Global Capital Markets History & 
Valuation

2. Investments
Investment Vehicles; Equity Investments; Fixed Income Investments; Alternative 
Investments; Options/Futures; Real Assets

3. Portfolio Theory and Behavioural Finance
Portfolio Theories & Models; Behavioural Finance Theory; Investment Philosophies & 
Styles; Tools & Strategies

4. Risk and Return
Attributes of Risk; Risk Measurements; Performance Measurement and Attribution

5. Portfolio Construction and Consulting Process
Ethics & the Code of Professional Responsibility; Client Discovery; Investment Policy; 
Portfolio Construction; Manager Search and Selection; Portfolio Review and Revisions



The CIMA certification process

All CIMA candidates globally complete the same 5-step process. Typically, it 
takes nine months to a year to complete the program.

Enrol - In Australia and NZ, Portfolio Construction Forum manages candidates through 
the process. 

Apply – background check, disclose any potential or real violations of the Institute’s 
Code of Professional Responsibility

Complete the IMAC – successfully complete a local, specialist executive education 
program. In Australia and NZ, this is the blended Investment Management Analyst 
Course (IMAC), culminating in a four-hour exam. Delivered by CIMA Registered 
Education Provider, the Forum’s Investment Management Research Program, in 
collaboration with Macquarie University Business School. Features a selected faculty of 
academics from leading Australian university business schools, independent 
consultants and experienced practitioners.

Complete the Certification Exam – successfully complete the online, five-hour CIMA 
Certification Exam.

Certify – exhibit at least three years of relevant experience in financial services.
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